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HistoryHistory
On December 16, 1946, in response to a lawsuit by an African-American resident On December 16, 1946, in response to a lawsuit by an African-American resident 
seeking to attend law school at a state institution, the Louisiana State Board seeking to attend law school at a state institution, the Louisiana State Board 
of Education took “positive steps to establish a Law School for Negroes at of Education took “positive steps to establish a Law School for Negroes at 
Southern University…to be in operation for the 1947-1948 session.”Southern University…to be in operation for the 1947-1948 session.”

Plans for the law school were approved by the State Board of Education at Plans for the law school were approved by the State Board of Education at 
its January 10, 1947, meeting. On June 14, 1947, the Board of Liquidation of State its January 10, 1947, meeting. On June 14, 1947, the Board of Liquidation of State 
Debt appropriated $40,000 for the operation of the school. The Southern Debt appropriated $40,000 for the operation of the school. The Southern 
University Law School was officially opened in September 1947 to provide legal University Law School was officially opened in September 1947 to provide legal 
education for African-American students.education for African-American students.

Southern University Law Center graduates, beginning with the class of Southern University Law Center graduates, beginning with the class of 
1950--Alvin Basile Jones, Leroy White, Ellyson Fredrick Dyson, Alex Louis 1950--Alvin Basile Jones, Leroy White, Ellyson Fredrick Dyson, Alex Louis 
Pitcher, and legendary civil rights attorney, political leader, and educator Pitcher, and legendary civil rights attorney, political leader, and educator 
Jesse N. Stone, Jr.--spread across the state and nation as trailblazers in the Jesse N. Stone, Jr.--spread across the state and nation as trailblazers in the 
legal profession, securing equal rights for others. To date, the Law Center legal profession, securing equal rights for others. To date, the Law Center 
has more than 5,000 graduates and is one of the nation’s most racially diverse has more than 5,000 graduates and is one of the nation’s most racially diverse 
law schools.law schools.

After 38 years of operation as a School of Law, the Southern University Board After 38 years of operation as a School of Law, the Southern University Board 
of Supervisors re-designated the school as the Southern University Law Center, of Supervisors re-designated the school as the Southern University Law Center, 
enhancing its image in the region and the nation. The Law Center stresses enhancing its image in the region and the nation. The Law Center stresses 
legal education of high quality for students from diverse backgrounds.legal education of high quality for students from diverse backgrounds.
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Mission StatementMission Statement
The mission and tradition of the Law Center is to provide access and The mission and tradition of the Law Center is to provide access and 
opportunity to a diverse group of students from underrepresented opportunity to a diverse group of students from underrepresented 
racial, ethnic, and socio-economic groups to obtain a high-quality racial, ethnic, and socio-economic groups to obtain a high-quality 
legal education with training in both civil and common law. legal education with training in both civil and common law. 
Additionally, our mission is to train a cadre of lawyers equipped Additionally, our mission is to train a cadre of lawyers equipped 
with the skills necessary for the practice of law and for positions with the skills necessary for the practice of law and for positions 

of leadership in society.of leadership in society.
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Alvin Washington currently serves as the 
Chancellor at the Southern University Law Center. 
Before this role, he was the managing professor for 
the law center's mediation clinic. He has taught 
various subjects, including Torts, Legal Research, 
Statutory Analysis, Alternate Dispute Resolution, 
and Legal Negotiations. Additionally, Washington 
has been an adjunct professor at the Southern 
University Graduate School, instructing in conflict 
resolution courses.

As a registered civil and family law mediator with the 
Louisiana State Bar Association, Washington has 
mediated hundreds of cases. He has been appointed 
by the United States Eastern and Middle District 
Courts to mediate hurricane-related claims. He has 
also mediated cases for the USDA, the Louisiana 
Department of Justice, the EEOC, and the Baton 
Rouge Family Court. Furthermore, he has served 
as an arbitrator for the Better Business Bureau and 
the Baton Rouge City Court.

Washington earned his undergraduate degree from 
Grambling State University and his Juris Doctorate 
from Southern University Law Center. After law 
school, he served as a Naval JAG officer in Long 
Beach, California, as a military trial lawyer, and 
asa department head for the Claims Division of 
the United States Navy. He was also appointed as 
a special assistant to the United States Attorney 
General for the Central District of California. 
Following his military service, he returned to 
Louisiana and worked as an assistant attorney 
general handling general liability, road hazards, 
and civil rights cases.

Before joining the Southern University Law 
Center in 2003, Washington served as the Section 
Chief of the Civil Rights Division at the Louisiana 
Department of Justice for four years. Engaged 
in the community, he has been actively involved 
in organizations such as the 100 Black Men of 
Metro Baton Rouge, Baton Rouge Chamber of 
Commerce, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, and Baton 
Rouge Branch NAACP. His contributions have 
been recognized with the Century Club Award for 
pro bono legal services and the Pillar Award from 
the Southern University Law Center's National 
Lawyers Guild.

Meet the ChancellorMeet the Chancellor
Alvin Washington
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Ceremony ProgramCeremony Program
Presiding

Chancellor Alvin Washington

Processional

National Anthem - The Star-Spangled Banner

Musical Selection - Lift Every Voice and Sing

Invocation

Introduction of Speaker

Commencement Address

Presentation of Candidates

Alumni Oath

Benediction

Recessional

.....................................................................................................Instrumental Music

...................................................Alana Singleton

...................................................Alana Singleton

..................................................................................................Pastor Clyde McNell, Sr.
New Light Baptist Church and Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church

................................................................................. Alvin Washington
Chancellor of the Southern University Law Center

................................................................................ Timothy W.  Hardy
Alumnus & Partner at Breazeale, Sachse & Wilson Law Firm

............................................................................... Shawn D. Vance
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

......................................................................................................... Cynthia N. Reed
Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Support, 

Counseling and Bar Preparation

...............................................................................................Pastor Clyde McNell, Sr.
	 New Light Baptist Church and Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church

.......................................................................................................Instrumental Music
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Timothy W. Hardy is a partner in the Baton Rouge 
office of Breazeale Sachse & Wilson. His area of 
concentration is Environmental Law. He serves 
as part of the firm's Environmental Law Practice 
Group. He previously served as the top advisor 
on environmental affairs for a former Louisiana 
governor, as Assistant Secretary for the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality, and as a 
Division Director for the Louisiana Department of 
Justice. He was formerly a partner of the Roedel 
Parsons Koch Blache Balhoff & McCollister law 
firm.

Prior to attending law school, he held several 
technical laboratory and research positions. He was 
employed in the laboratory at a water purification 
and wastewater treatment facility in Shreveport, 
Louisiana, where his primary duty was quality 
control. He was employed by Pennzoil Research, 
where he performed research on the stabilization of 
transformer oils. He was employed as a laboratory 
technician for Allied Chemical, where he performed 
quality control for the manufacture of high-density 
polyethylene.

He currently serves on the Board of Supervisors 
for the Louisiana Community & Technical 
College System, having served on the Board since 
2010. He also serves on the Board of Directors 
of the Association of Community College Trust-
ees, an education organization of governing 
boards, representing more than 6,500 elected 
and appointed trustees who govern over 1,200 
community and technical colleges in the United 
States. He is an Adjunct Professor of Law at 
the Southern University Law Center, teaching 
Environmental Law for more than 20 years. His 
professional career also includes, in 2003, being 
named as an Executive Vice President of the Shaw 
Group, one of only two Fortune 500 Companies 
based in Louisiana at that time.

He holds a B.S. degree in Chemistry and was 
named a Distinguished Alumnus by the Southern 
University Department of Chemistry in 2008. He 
was also named a Distinguished Alumnus by the 
Southern University Law Center in 2009 and was 
named to the Southern University Law Center 
Hall of Fame in 2012.

Commencement SpeakerCommencement Speaker
Timothy W. Hardy
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Commencement SpeakerCommencement Speaker
Timothy W. Hardy
He is an AV® Preeminent™ Peer Review 
rated attorney by Martindale Hubbell. He has 
been designated by “Chambers USA” as one of 
Louisiana's leading lawyers for business in the area 
of Environment and is listed in “Louisiana Super 
Lawyers” in the area of environmental law.

In 2020, he was appointed by Governor John Bel 
Edwards to serve as a member of the Governor's 
Climate Initiatives Task Force. He was also named 
as co-chair of the Manufacturing and Industry 
Committee, and as a member of the Legal Advisory 
Group, both established by the Task Force.

He regularly represents clients in regulatory, 
litigation, and transactional matters, including: 

Regulatory
•	 Assisting clients in securing air, water, and 
waste permits for all facilities and representing  
them through any appeals that may result after 
permit issuance or denial.
•	 Negotiating and assisting in the preparation 
of permit modifications for all media.
•	 Preparing clients for inspections by 
government agencies, including the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality, the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency, the 
United States Occupational, Safety and Health 
Administration, the United States Coast Guard, 
and the United States Department of Justice.
•	 Overseeing environmental audits and 
structuring same to provide for confidentiality.
•	 Retaining skilled environmental consultants 
to perform waste site cleanups, including proper 
cost and procedural documentation for National 
Contingency Plan consistency and private cost 

recovery actions.
•	 Assisting in the drafting of Federal 
Environmental Assessments, Federal 
Environmental Impact Statements, and Louisiana 
Environmental Assessment Statements. 
•	 Representing clients on Potentially 
Responsible Party Steering Committees for 
Superfund sites.
•	 Drafting proposals for environmental 
legislation and regulations.
•	 Assisting clients in achieving corporate 
compliance with state and federal reporting and 
record-keeping requirements, including Emergency 
Release Reporting and Emergency Planning/
Community Right-to-Know laws.

Litigation
•	 Representing clients in appeals of permits.
•	 Representing clients in enforcement actions 
brought by state and/or federal government.
•	 Working with firm’s white collar criminal 
defense lawyers in representing clients in 
environmental criminal prosecutions.
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Candidates for Candidates for 
Juris Doctor DegreeJuris Doctor Degree



1111Southern University Law Center | 

Fall 2025Fall 2025

List and academic standing at press time. 

Candidates for Juris Doctor degreeCandidates for Juris Doctor degree

*** summa cum laude  
**magna cum laude  

* cum laude

Ryan Abboud**
Baton Rouge, LA

Cameron Adams
Simmesport, LA

Baron Ammons
Chattanooga, TN

Chantaé Barré
New Orleans, LA

Aguenirv H. Borgelin
Baton Rouge, LA

Nya-Simone Caldwell
Shreveport, LA

Abdoulaye Deme
Southfield, MI

Nathaniel Hearn
Baton Rouge, LA

Trevon Kelso
South Pittsburg, TN

Steven Kucherovsky
Brooklyn, NY

ThoMesia Moore
Claxton, GA

Richard Ofori
Las Vegas, NV

Darius Robinson
Mullins, SC

Hillary Robinson
Baton Rouge, LA 

Renee Simien
Lake Charles, LA

Samantha Stamper
Zachary, LA

Nijeá Young
Hahnville, LA
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Law Center AdministrationLaw Center Administration
ALVIN R. WASHINGTON, B.S., J.D.

Chancellor

DEMETRIA GEORGE, B.S., MBA, CPA 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Finance and Business Affairs

SHENEQUA L. GREY, B.G.S., J.D., LL.M.
Associate Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs   

KERII LANDRY-THOMAS, B.G.S.,  J.D. 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Compliance and Title IX 

ANDREA LOVE, B.S., M.Ed.
Associate Vice Chancellor for Enrollment Management 

CYNTHIA N. REED, B.S., J.D.
Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Support, 

Counseling and Bar Preparation 

PRENTICE WHITE, B.A., MBA, J.D.
Associate Vice Chancellor for Evening Division 

and Emerging Programs

CALAUNDRA CLARKE, B.A., M.Ed., Ph.D.
Associate Vice Chancellor for Financial Aid

Associate Vice Chancellors

B. K. AGNIHOTRI, B.A., M.A., LL.B., LL.M. 
Chancellor Emeritus

 HON. FREDDIE PITCHER, JR., B.A., J.D.
Chancellor Emeritus

Chancellors Emeritus

Vice Chancellors
MARLA DICKERSON, B.A., M.S., J.D., Ph.D.

Vice Chancellor for Innovation and Strategic Partnerships and Initiatives  

TERRY HALL, B.S., CPA 
Vice Chancellor for Finance and Administration

DONALD NORTH, B.S., J.D.
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs

REGINA RAMSEY, B.A. J.D. 
Vice Chancellor for Institutional Accountability and Accreditation 

SHAWN VANCE, B.S., J.D., LL.M
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 

TRACIE WOODS, B.S., MBA, J.D., MPA
Vice Chancellor of Corporate, Government, Judicial and Law Firm 

Relations
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Law Center AdministrationLaw Center Administration

ANGELA MASON, B.S., J.D., MLIS
 Assistant Director for Public Services

CHIQUITA KADO, B.S., MBA
 Assistant Director for Records and Registration

NATALIE PITTMAN, B.A.
Assistant Director for Financial Aid 

Assistant Directors

DELESO A. ALFORD, B.S., J.D., LL.M. 
Director of Off Campus Instructional Site

CHARLETTA FORTSON,  J.D., MBA, MSIT 
Director of Common Law Bar Prep

ANGELA GAINES, B.S., MIS 
Director of Facilities 

MELANIE REY, B.A., M.Ed., Ph.D.
Director of Career Services

PHEBE HUDERSON-POYDRAS, B.A., J.D., MLIS 
Director of Library Services 

I'TYONNIE JACKSON, B.A. 
Director of Communications and External Affairs 

ANGELA ALLEN-BELL, B.A., J.D. 
Director of Louis A. Berry Institute for Civil Rights and Justice

VIRGINIA LISTACH, B.A., J.D.
Director of Clinical Education

GAIL STEPHENSON, B.A., J.D. 
Director of Faculty Affairs 

DOROTHY STRAUGHTER-PARKER, B.S., M.S. 
Director of Health, Wellness and Disability Services

 TERRY STEWARD
Director of Purchasing

ROBIN THOMAS, B.S.
Director of Alumni Affairs and Annual Fund Coordinator

SAMANTHA THOMPSON, B.S., MBA, MPA, Ph.D.
Director of Institutional Accountability and Professional Development 

LATONYA WRIGHT, B.S. 
Director for Records and Registration 

Directors
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Law Center FacultyLaw Center Faculty
MICHAEL ADAMS, B.A., J.D.

Visiting Professsor

DELESO A. ALFORD, B.A., J.D., LL.M.
Professor

ANGELA ALLEN-BELL, B.A., J.D.
Professor

RUBY ANDREW, A.B., J.D., JSM
Professor

JOHN BROWN, B.S., B.A.,M.A., J.D.
Visiting Professor 

MARCIA BURDEN, B.S., J.D.
Professor of Clinical Education

KELLY CARMENA, B.A., B.A., J.D.
Associate Professor of Clinical Education

JANICE CLARK, B.A., J.D.
Distinguished Jurist Professor

THOMAS DAVENPORT, J.D.
Visiting Professor 

MARLA DICKERSON, B.A., M.S., J.D., PH.D.
Assistant Instructor

CHRISTIAN FASULLO, B.S., J.D., LL.M.
 Professor of Clinical Education 

CHARLETTA FORTSON,  J.D., MBA, MSIT 
Assistant Professor  

CAROL FOWLER-GUIDRY, B.S., J.D.,
Visiting Professor

GENARA FREEMAN-MORRIS, B.A., EMPA, J.D.
Academic Counselor and Instructor

MICHAEL C. GARRARD, B.S., J.D., LL.M. 
Visiting Professor

EVAN GELOBTER, J.D. 
Academic Counselor and Instructor

KOSHANEKE GILBERT, J.D. 
Assistant Instructor

ALYCIA GRACE-O’BEAR, B.A., J.D.
 Assistant Professor of Clinical Education 

JACQUELINE NASH GRANT, B.A., J.D. 
Associate Professor of Clinical Education

SHENEQUA L. GREY, B.G.S., J.D., LL.M.
Professor

KIMBERLY HARDY-LAMOTTE, B.S., J.D., Pharm.D.
Academic Counselor and Instructor

MICHAEL HARRIS, B.S.,  J.D. 
Assistant Professor

PHEBE HUDERSON-POYDRAS, B.A., J.D., MLIS 
 Professor

ERNEST JOHNSON, J.D. 
Visiting Professor

PETER KOCHENBURGER, J.D.
Visiting Professor

KERII LANDRY-THOMAS,  B.G.S.,  J.D.   
Assistant Instructor

VIRGINIA LISTACH, B.A., J.D.
Professor of Clinical Legal Education

ANGELA MASON, B.A., J.D., MLIS
Professor of Law Librarianship 

TERRI  MAYES, B.S., J.D.
Assistant Instructor 

 REBECCA MORENO, B.S., J.D.
Assistant Professor of Legal Analysis and Writing

SUSAN NELSON, B.A., J.D.
Visiting Professor 

DONALD NORTH, B.S., J.D.
Professor 

OKECHUKWU OKO, B.L., LL.M., J.S.D.
Professor 

CARLO PEDRIOLI, J.D., Ph.D
Professor

JOHN K. PIERRE, B.S., M.S., J.D.
Professor

PAUL RACE, B.A., M.D., J.D.
Associate Professor 
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REGINA L. RAMSEY, B.A., J.D.
Professor

CYNTHIA N. REED, B.S., J.D.
Associate Professor

CHARLES RICE, J.D. 
Visiting Professor 

ANNE RICHEY, B.S., J.D. 
Visiting Professor

WILLMAI RIVERA-PÉREZ, J.D., LL.M., D.J.S. 
Professor

ERICA ROSE, B.S., MLIS, J.D.
Visiting Professor

DONNA SCHWAB, J.D.
Assistant Professor 

EMILY SHAFFETT, B.A., J.D. 
Visiting Professor

ADRIENNE SHIELDS, B.A., J.D., MLIS
Professor of Law Librarianship

RAHIM SMITH, B.A., J.D. 
Academic Counselor and Instructor 

JUDD SNEIRSON, J.D. 
Associate Professor  

JESSICA SPARKS, B.S., J.D. 
Academic Counselor and Instructor 

GAIL STEPHENSON, B.A., J.D. 
Professor

JERNÉ THERIOT, B.A, J.D. 
Academic Counselor and Instructor 

JASON THROWER, J.D. 
Assistant Professor

SHAWN D. VANCE, B.S., J.D., LL.M. 
Professor 

VALENCIA VESSEL-LANDRY, B.A., J.D. 
Academic Counselor and Instructor 

ALVIN R. WASHINGTON, B.S., J.D. 
Professor of Clinical Education

STEPHANIE L. WASHINGTON, B.S., M.A., J.D. 
Professor

COURTNEY RICHARDSON WESSINGER, B.A., J.D. 
Academic Counselor and Instructor 

PRENTICE WHITE, B.A., MBA, J.D. 
Professor

SHANDREA WILLIAMS, B.A., J.D.
Associate Professor

WILLIAM WILSON, B.A., J.D., M.S.
Academic Counselor and Instructor

TRACIE WOODS, B.S., MBA, J.D., MPA
Associate Professor of Legal Analysis and Writing

ARIELLE YOUNG, B.A., J.D.
Assistant Professor of Legal Analysis and Writing

Law Center FacultyLaw Center Faculty
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Board of SupervisorsBoard of Supervisors

HONORABLE QUINCY CAWTHORNE

HONORABLE ZAZELL V. DUDLEY 

HONORABLE MAPLE L. GAINES 

HONORABLE DONALD RAY HENRY 

HONORABLE MYRON K. LAWSON

HONORABLE  AARON MANZY
Student Representative 

HONORABLE CHRIS MASENGILL 

HONORABLE PAUL P. MATTHEWS

HONORABLE DOMOINE D. RUTLEDGE

HONORABLE EDWIN M. SHORTY, JR.

HONORABLE ANN A. SMITH

HONORABLE SAMUEL C. TOLBERT, JR.

HONORABLE HENRY WHITEHORN

HONORABLE RANI G. WHITFIELD, M.D.

HONORABLE TONY M. CLAYTON, CHAIRMAN

HONORABLE REGGIE ABRAHAM, VICE CHAIRMAN

DR. ORLANDO F. MCMEANS, INTERIM PRESIDENT
Southern University and A&M College System



Southern University Law Center is a unit of the Southern University System. 

Southern University Law Center is committed to ensuring equal opportunity for all of its students and alumni, and is 
committed to a policy against discrimination in employment based on sex, actual or perceived gender, age, race, color, 
religion, creed, national or ethnic origin, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, genetic information; 

or parental, marital, domestic partner, civil union, military, or veteran status.

www.sulc.edu


