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          Mission 

The Louis A. Berry Institute for Civil Rights and 

Justice is committed to the advancement of civil 

and human rights and social and restorative jus-

tice, especially in Louisiana and the South. 

   Vision 

The Louis A. Berry Civil Rights and  Justice Institute 

seeks to ensure the law centerôs place as a center of 

excellence in social and restorative justice and civil and 

human rights research, advocacy, education and instruc-

tion. It further seeks to pursue policy initiatives and judi-

cial outcomes that promote equal rights and justice.  

About Us  

News  

SULC Lawyer-Leader Lectures Civil Rights Litigation Students 

On February 6, 2019, Natalie Blackman, a 2014 graduate of the Southern 
University Law Center, left a lasting impression on the students in Professor 
Allen-Bell's Civil Rights Litigation class when she spoke about her career as a 
civil rights attorney. In addition to discussing a number of federal civil rights 
laws, Ms. Blackman shared cherished pleading and settlement negotiation 
tips.  She also shared invaluable advice about the intricacies of jury selection 
and discovery before she told the students some financial truths about begin-
ning a career as a solo practitioner.  Ms. Blackman well demonstrated both 
the workload and benefits of being a civil rights attorney.  The class of future 
agents of change were profoundly impacted by her example, experiences and 
insights. 

Written by: Justin Bullard  

Attorney Natalie Blackman 

Civil Rights Litigation Students 
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Events  
We are excited to share details about a number of stimulating and impactful 

programs. Please grace us with your presence and invite others. 

 

03/08/19:  6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

   Women from around the Cancer Alley area became new filmmakers this year, each 

   crafting two-minute stories of their experience living next to petrochemical plants. Using 

   footage from their own lives, these new filmmakers are ready to take their stories on 

   the road as leaders and strategists for the Louisiana environmental movement. In -

   cludes a panel discussion with women in the film. 

 

Hosted by:  The Women of Cancer Alley, Louisiana Bucket Brigade, 350 New Orleans and the 

   Unitarian Church of Baton Rouge 

Location:   8470 Goodwood Blvd 

   Baton Rouge, LA 70806 

Further Details:  https://www.facebook.com/events/233196150968830/?notif  t=plan  user joined&notif 

   id=1550255539997878 

     

03/09/19:    9:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.  

   Roots Camp Day (1 of 2)  

   RootsCampLA is the convening of activists in the state. It has been the progressive 

   event of the year for the past eight years whether your issue is maintaining democratic 

   control of schools, workerôs rights, #BlackLivesMatter, voting rights, womenôs rights, 

   transit, racial equality, LGBTQIA, disability rights, healthcare, or housing. This isnôt your 

   usual gathering; itôs an ñunconference.ò Instead of PowerPoints and ñexpertò panels, 

   participants design sessions and decide the program. This doesnôt mean òexpertsò 

   arenôt in the room. They are - many of them are you. RootsCampLA is about fostering 

   homegrown talent.  

Hosted by:  Solidarity Project Advocacy Network and the Louis A. Berry Civil Rights and Jus-

   tice Institute 

Location:  Southern University Law Center  

   2 Roosevelt Steptoe Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70813 

Agenda:   https://spanlouisiana.org/rootscampla/agenda/  

Registration:   Advance Registration required. Admission is free to SULC students who present 

   an ID and register with the code that was sent by email. 

   To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/9th-annual-rootscampla- 2019-tickets- 

   53843628743    

    

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/233196150968830/?notif_t=plan_user_joined&notif_id=1550255539997878
https://www.facebook.com/events/233196150968830/?notif_t=plan_user_joined&notif_id=1550255539997878
https://spanlouisiana.org/rootscampla/agenda/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/9th-annual-rootscampla-2019-tickets-53843628743
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/9th-annual-rootscampla-2019-tickets-53843628743
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 Events (Conõt): 

03/10/19:  10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

   Roots Camp (Day 2) 

Hosted by:  Solidarity Project Advocacy Network and the Louis A. Berry Civil Rights and Justice 

   Institute 

Location:  Southern University Law Center 

   2 Roosevelt Steptoe Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70813 

Agenda:   https://spanlouisiana.org/rootscampla/agenda/  

 

Registration:  Advance Registration required. Admission free to SULC students who present 

   an ID and register with the code that was sent by email.  

   To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/9th-annual-rootscampla-2019-tickets- 

   53843628743 

    

03/13/19:  12:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. 

   When Lady Justice is Not Ladylike: 

   Narratives from Female Prisoners in Louisiana 

   This is an interactive and educational exchange of information that challenges your 

   assumptions about incarcerated people. Through the mouth of women who are ñin 

   custody,ò you will better understand the criminal justice system from the commission 

   of the crime through pretrial, trial, plea, sentence, incarceration and reentry. 

Hosted By:  Judge Trudy White and the Louis A. Berry and Civil Rights and Justice Institute 

Location:   Southern University Law Center 

   2 Roosevelt Steptoe Drive,  Baton Rouge, LA 70813 

    Room 129 

   *Free and open to the public 
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That the distressing photo of "Whipped Peter's" scarred back was taken during a medical examination in Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana in 1863? 

"Whipped Peter" joined the Union Army after his escape from slavery.  This is when, during a medical examina-

tion, he exposed his scars. 

"A photograph of Peterôs back became one of the most widely circulated images of slavery of its time, galvanizing 

public opinion and serving as a wordless indictment of the institution of slavery. Peter's disfigured back helped 

bring the stakes of the Civil War to life, contradicting Southernersô insistence that their slaveholding was a matter 

of economic survival, not racism. And it showed just how important mass media was during the war that nearly 

destroyed the United States." 

Learn more here: https://www.history.com/news/whipped-peter-slavery-photo-scourged-back-real-story-civil-war  

 

 

https://www.history.com/news/whipped-peter-slavery-photo-scourged-back-real-story-civil-war
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Prior Events  

Wƻŀƴ DŀǊƴŜǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ WƻƘƴ DŀǊƴŜǊ 

On February 17, 2019, the Louis A. Berry Civil Rights and Justice Institute joined forces with the Red Shoes for an Afri-

can American History Month presentation. Professor Angela A. Allen-Bell, director of the Institute for Civil Rights and 

Justice, explained how ñworking from the streetsò was used to fight injustice during the civil rights era and how it is still 

necessary today. During her talk, she cited some local change agents as examples and she recognized them briefly.  

Each person in attendance learned how to take an active role in creating social and criminal justice changes.   

 

 

 

 

 

Change Agent Reverend Alexis Anderson 
Change Agent Katie Fetzer 

The Kennon Sisters, Change Agents 
SULC Staff Members Angela Mason, Marla Dickerson  Professor Delseo Alford, Profes-

sor Angela Allen-Bell, Tiffany 

Rainey, Institute Facilitator  

Professor Angela A. Allen-Bell Presents: �³The Role of the People in Justice Battles: An 
Overlooked Aspect of Civil Rights Litigation�  ́

Change Agent Joan Garner repre-

senting the late John Garner 


















