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Inside Story
Chancellor 
Washington 
Brings Alumni 
Together in the 
Nation’s Capital
SULC alumni and friends joined Chancellor 
Washington for a day of connection and 
networking, celebrating the strong bonds 
that unite the Law Center community. 
Breakfast with the Chancellor provided an 
opportunity for graduates to reconnect with 
classmates, share professional experiences, and 
strengthen relationships with the institution. 
Chancellor Washington highlighted recent 
accomplishments and ongoing initiatives at 
SULC, while also expressing gratitude for the 
continued support of alumni and friends. The 
gathering fostered meaningful conversations, 
new collaborations, and a renewed sense of 
pride in being part of the Southern University 
Law Center family.

To maintain Southern University Law 
Center’s strong reputation, the institution has 
adopted a social media mindfulness policy. 
This policy serves as a reminder to the SULC 
community that online posts can be widely 
shared and may be perceived as reflective 
of the Law Center. The policy encourages 
all members of the community to exercise 
discretion when posting or commenting 
on social media, even when using personal 
accounts. Members are advised to refrain from 
sharing confidential or sensitive information 
about students, colleagues, or institutional 
matters. In addition, the policy highlights the 
importance of remaining aware that written, 
visual, or other forms of content can be 
captured, archived, and redistributed.

Southern 
University Law 
Center Implement 
Social Media 
Mindfulness 
Policy
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Inside Story
SULC Strengthens Campus Safety in 
Response to Security Threat
In response to recent security concerns, Southern University Law Center implemented enhanced 
safety measures across campus. Working closely with law enforcement, the Law Center advised 
students, faculty, and staff to remain vigilant, stay aware of their surroundings, and immediately 
report any suspicious behavior, unattended items, or unusual activity by calling 911. To further 
support safety efforts, SULC utilized the Jags Safe app and encouraged the community to stay 
informed by monitoring official communications, including campus email, official SU social 
media channels.

As the fall semester begins, 
Southern University Law Center 
welcomed its students back, fully 
committed to supporting their 
journey toward becoming the next 
generation of legal professionals. 
Students returned to the Law 
Center eager to reconnect with 
peers, immerse themselves in 
their studies, and embrace new 
challenges.

Southern University Law Center 
Welcome Students Back to School
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Inside Story

LSBA Welcomes SULC Clinical Students 
Through Access to Justice Program 

On August 21, the Louisiana State Bar Association’s (LSBA) Access to Justice (ATJ) Program 
presented the new Southern University Law Center (SULC) clinical students during the 
swearing-in ceremony. Emily Belanger, ATJ projects counsel at the Louisiana State Bar Association, 
addressed the students, emphasizing the critical role of access to justice in strengthening Louisiana’s 
legal system. She shared how the ATJ Program works to connect individuals across the state with 
essential civil legal services, ensuring that even those with limited resources can find support. 
Belanger also introduced the Modest Means Directory, a valuable resource that links low-income 
residents with attorneys who provide reduced-cost legal assistance.

Through this collaboration, future Law Center students were reminded of the responsibility and 
impact that comes with their training, as well as the resources available to help them make a 
meaningful difference in the lives of those they will serve.

SULC Faculty Enhance Student Success 
Through Innovation and Collaboration

Southern University Law Center faculty is strengthening academic success 
through early assessments, faculty collaboration, and consistent course 
coverage. Key strategies include identifying student challenges with written 
exercises, aligning instruction through regular faculty meetings, and ensuring 
exams match learning outcomes. Student learning is further supported through 
transparent exam reviews, self-assessments, and faculty accountability for 
instructional quality. These approaches focus on building student confidence, 
balancing high expectations with support, and enhancing instruction with 
tools like multiple-choice practice and AI-assisted feedback.
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Inside Story
Chancellor Washington 
Hosts First Fireside 
Chat Series
This fall, Chancellor Washington will host a series of open 
forums with students to share campus updates, address 
concerns, and explore ways to strengthen the Law Center 
community.

The Southern University Law Center has expanded its student 
wellness programming with the launch of Wednesday Weekly 
Recess, a weekly support session for law students, and the completion 

of the Wellness on the Docket seminar series for first-year law students.

Wednesday Weekly Recess will be held every Wednesday. The small group sessions are designed 
to help students manage stress, anxiety and the many challenges of law school. The first three 
weeks of each month will feature discussion groups with Charnel Jackson, LPC-S. The fourth 
week will focus on mindfulness, including meditation, sound bowls and reflection, with Ariana 
Hollins, LPC. 

Earlier this semester, SULC hosted the Wellness on the Docket seminar series, which was tailored 
to first-year students and facilitated by Jackson. The series included sessions on adjusting to law 
school, navigating relations, impostor syndrome, stress management and mental health.

Both initiatives were presented through a partnership between Southern University Counseling 
Center and SULC’s Office of Innovation and Strategic Partnerships and Initiatives, reflecting the 
law center’s commitment to providing students with tools for both academic and personal success.

SULC Students Find Support 
Through Wednesday Weekly 
Recess and Wellness Series
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STUDENT EVENTS

Inside Story
SULC 1000 
Challenge Aims 
to Raise $1.2 
Million for 
Students and 
Scholarships

The Southern University Law Center proudly announces  the launch of the SULC 1000 Challenge, 
a powerful initiative bringing together alumni and friends in a shared mission to transform lives 
and secure the future of our institution. The challenge calls on 1,000 supporters to commit $100 
each month, generating $1.2 million annually.

Proceeds from the SULC 1000 Challenge will directly support student scholarships, expand 
access to cutting-edge learning tools and technology, and strengthen programs that enrich the 
academic and professional success of our law students.

Student Bar Association Kicks Off Bar 
Prep Through Mini Bar Series
The Student Bar Associations (SBA) Bar Prep 
Committee at Southern University Law Center is 
preparing students for success with its Mini Bar 
Exam series. The one-day program gives members 
of the Class of 2026 and 2027 an early opportunity 
to prepare for the bar exam. The event marked the 
beginning of a three-part series aimed at providing 
SULC students with essential preparation and 
resources to practice under real exam conditions.



Professor Angela 
Allen-Bell presented 
a keynote at the 
Louisiana State Bar 
Association’s 17th 
Annual Conclave on 
Diversity in the Legal 
Profession. 

Professor Okechukwu 
Oko published his 
new book, Louisiana 
Criminal Law: 
Cases and Materials 
(Carolina Academic 
Press, 2025).

Professor Erica Rose 
is publishing a new 
book with LexisNexis 
titled Louisiana 
Criminal Law and 
Procedure with 
Forms.

Nicolas Garon published an article in the Notre Dame Journal 
of International & Comparative Law titled The Latin Exclusion: 
Examining the EU and the White House’s Policy Favoritism Toward 
Migrant Sending Latin American Nations While Punishing Similar 
Pressures Globally.

Angela Allen-Bell Okechukwu Oko

Erica Rose

Faculty Highlights

Nicolas Garon

Students Highlights
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Breanna Magee 
was sworn in as 
the American Bar 
Association Law 
Student Division’s 
Delegate of Diversity 
& Inclusion during 
the 2025 Annual 

Meeting in Toronto.

Keith Gauf secured a 
position at Breazeale, 
Sachse & Wilson 
L.L.P. (BSW)’s 2025 
Bridget Fellowship 
Program.

Xavier Chatman was 
featured as one of the 
Rising Stars of the 
Legal Pipeline at the 
upcoming National 
HBCU Pre-Law 
Summit & Law Expo 
in Atlanta.

Brandon Atkins 
is serving as a 
Congressional Black 
Caucus Foundation 
Fellow on Capitol 
Hill with Rep. Hank 
Johnson.

Alayna Ford was 
honored with a 
scholarship at 
the First Annual 
“Southern Celebrates 
Scholarship Brunch” 
provided through the 
support of the SUS, 

SUSF, Dow, Mele Printing, and Aramark.

Students Highlights
Breanna Magee Keith Gauf

Xavier Chatman

Brandon Atkins

Alayna Ford
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Ashley Ogbonna 
was named as 
one of Just the 
Beginning, A Pipeline 
Organization’s 5 
Under 40 legal 
professionals.

Stacy Porche was 
recognized by 
Best Lawyers as 
“One to Watch” 
in the Litigation – 
Bankruptcy category.

Ike Duru has 
accepted an offer to 
serve as an assistant 
district attorney with 
the Augusta District 
Attorney’s Office.

Hollis Lewis 
received the West 
Virginia State 
University’s Alumni 
Young Professional 
Achievement Award.

Marnitia Walker 
accepted a position 
with the United 
States Patent and 
Trademark Office as 
a Chemistry Patent 
Examiner.

Rod Thornton 
started a new role 
as a Staff Attorney 
with the Louisiana 
Fourth Circuit Court 
of Appeal in New 
Orleans.

Alumni Highlights
Ashley Ogbonna Stacy Porche 

Ike Duru

Hollis Lewis

Marnitia Walker

Rod Thornton
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Jason Ben was 
recognized in the 
2025 Editon of 
Chambers USA 
in Bankruptcy/
Restructuring 
(Illinois).

Mollie Ponds was 
honored with the 
Louis A. Martinet 
Award at the 
Martinet Gala.

Robert Marionneaux, Jr. 
and Robert Marionneaux, 
III achieved a $10.5 
million jury verdict in 
a wrongful death and 
survival action trial.

Alumni Highlights
Jason Ben Mollie Ponds 

Robert Marionneaux

Tim Hardy				    Kayla Jacob

Tim Hardy and Kayla Jacob were recognized in the 2026 edition of The Best Lawyers in 
America.
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