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I. Policy Purpose

Effective Date: 

Before 2019 

Last Reviewed 

Date: March 8, 2023 

Last Revised Date: 

March 8, 2023 

Origination Date: 

Before 2019 

The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for the commencement ceremony of Southern

University Law Center (SULC).

II. Policy Scope

This policy applies to staff, students, and faculty of SULC.

III. Policy Compliance

The Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and the Office of the Registrar must ensure that
students and faculty are in compliance with this policy.

IV. Policy Definitions

A. Graduation: The successful completion of the program of legal education at SULC.

B. Commencement: A ceremony conducted by SULC to celebrate, honor, and recognize
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however, such regalia cannot be worn during a commencement ceremony. 

I. All commencement participants must wear professional attire. While participants are not 
expected to wear suit coats under their graduation gown, they must wear professional attire, to 
include dress pants, dress shirt or blouse, and dress shoes. Participants who wear 
professional dresses during commencement should ensure that the dress is not longer than the 
graduation gown.  

J. Commencement participants are prohibited from engaging in any unprofessional actions during 
a commencement ceremony, to include but not limited to: dancing (as an individual or in a 
group), animated or choreographed movements, chanting, using profane language, using 
alcohol or illegal or illicit drugs

K. Commencement participants should place their guests on notice that noise makers (to include 
air horns), confetti, balloons, posters, signs, banners, and animals ( excluding service animals 
for individuals with disabilities) are not permitted inside the facility where a commencement 
ceremony is conducted.

VII. Policy History and Review

This policy was created and became effective prior to the implementation of the uniform policy 
format which was implemented in 2019. The policy was reviewed and updated, on May 13, 2022, 
to align the policy with SUS Board policy number 1-002 and clearly define what could be worn by 
participants during the commencement ceremony. The policy was updated, on March 8, 
2023, to remove the specific color pants or shoes that must be worn by graduates. The 
policy is subject to a five-year policy review cycle and shall be reviewed by the Vice 
Chancellor for Academic Affairs. This policy is not subject to faculty approval.

VIII. Publication of Policy
This policy is published on the Southern University Law Center website at 
https://www.sulc.edu/page/sulc-policies. 

IX. Policy Approval

This policy was approved on March 8, 2023. 

K. ierre

March 8, 2023 

Date 

ncellor, Southern University Law Center 
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