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This year, the Southern University Law Center 
is celebrating 75 years of opening doors for 
legal professionals. The institution has been 
a transformational force in legal education 
and has remained a beacon for access and 
opportunity for thousands of individuals who 
have sought to pursue legal training and their 
dreams to become change agents, advocates, 
and leaders in society. 
 
On September 2, the Law Center hosted an 
elegant gala at L’Auberge Casino & Hotel 
Baton Rouge to celebrate this momentous 
occasion. During the ceremony, alumni, past 
leadership, and supporters expressed their 
memories and well wishes for the institution. 
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights 
at the U.S Department of Justice, Kristen 
Clarke, delivered the keynote address.

Alumnus Claire 
Babineaux- Fontenot 

opens Women in 
Leadership series

The Southern University Law Center’s Office 
of Equity, Inclusion & Title IX opened their fall 
Women in Leadership Series featuring SULC 
alumna and Feeding America chief executive 
officer, Claire Babineaux-Fontenot. Fontenot 
delivered a conversation about her life as a 
first-generation CEO and offered advice on 
how to climb the corporate ladder. 

SULC celebrates 
75 years with 75th 

Anniversary Gala



News

Alumni judges return to the Law Center for 
book signing event

Labor unions and motorsports industry 
updates were on the agenda for the 

3rd annual Sports and Entertainment 
Symposium

Alumni Judge Freddie Pitcher Jr. and Judge 
John W. McClarty returned to the Law Center 
to discuss their recent publications at an alumni 
book signing event.

In his book Breaking Barriers, Judge Pitcher 
describes how he made history in Baton Rouge 
by becoming the first African American to 
be elected to judgeships at three levels of the 
court system. In addition, in his autobiography 
titled, The Dreamer: John W. McClarty, Judge 
McClarty shares his story of a Black youth’s 
dream to become a lawyer. 

The Southern University Law Center hosted the 
third annual Sports and Entertainment Symposium 
in conjunction with the SULC’s Sports and 
Entertainment Legal Association.

During the symposium, themed “The Evolution of 
Creativity,” students explored how the sports and 
entertainment industry has evolved through the 
decades. Participants attended general sessions and 
roundtable workshops on topics, such as motorsports, 
labor unions, contract negotiation, diversity, and more. 

Panelists included representatives from Paramount Pictures, Diverse Representation, OMBI 
Group, 300 Entertainment, and more. 
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BRCC and SU Law Center sign 

partnership agreement to eliminate 
barriers to employment, facilitate 

learning opportunities

Baton Rouge Community College and the Southern University Law Center signed 
a partnership agreement focused on promoting the education of students in the legal 
profession and eliminating obstacles that prevent graduates from securing employment.

The agreement will remove barriers for BRCC students seeking to enter the 
workforce who need assistance with expungement services for prior justice related 
issues. Additionally, the agreement will provide BRCC paralegal students with an 
experiential learning environment to develop their skills and competencies through 
facilitated opportunities at SULC.

Several of the efforts that will be implemented to educate and assist students with 
barriers to employment, include: developing educational resources for students who 
enter college with legal issues, developing an early screening program to determine 
what students are in need of expungements services, and streamlining access to 
expungements.
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STUDENT EVENTS

SULC’s Louisiana 
College Prison 

Project host 
documentary 

screenings for 
College Behind 

Bars Series
SULC’s Louisiana College Prison Project 
(LCPP) hosted a documentary showing 
of the four-part series, “College Behind 
Bars.” The documentary focuses on the 
lives and academic careers of inmates in 
the Bard Prison Initiative, which is an 
initiative LCPP plans to replicate here in 
Louisiana. 

Law Center 
students attend 
2022 Southwest 

Black Law Students 
Association Academic 
Leadership Retreat

Several students represented the Law 
Center at the 2022 Southwest Black Law 
Students Association (SWBLSA) Academic 
Leadership Retreat. The retreat is rooted 
in the development of SWBLSA students’ 
ability to maximize all opportunities that they 
encounter during their law school journeys. 

During the retreat, students explored 
practical ways to utilize hard and soft skills to 
achieve positive career outcomes and success. 
They received specialized academic support 
from professors, lawyers, employers, recent 
graduates, and tenured law students. The event 
included development in resume writing, 
headshots, interviewing skills, advocacy skills, 
social interactions, bar preparation, a job fair 
and more.
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Student Highlights
Jaylon Denkins

Law Center student Jaylon Denkins will return to Groom Law Group 
as a 2023 summer associate.

Tony Black
SULC student Tony Black accepted to join the Texas Attorney 
General’s Office as a legal clerk for summer 2023. 

Edrius Stagg 
Edrius Stagg will return to Reed Smith LLP as a first-year associate 

upon graduation. 

Rana Freeman
Law Center student Rana Freeman will join Shook, Hardy & Bacon 
L.L.P. as a 2023 summer associate. She is also a recipient of the 
Shook Foundation Diversity Scholarship award.
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STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS
Naudia Foster

Student Bar Association president, Naudia Foster, has been named a 
McAngus Goudelock & Courie 2022 MGC Diversity Scholarship 
recipient. 

Marina Castro
Law Center student Marina Castro is selected as one of Propel 
Center’s 2022 Student Impact Scholars.

Lakeshia Williams
Law Center student Lakeshia Williams received the 2022 Joel Stern 

Pipeline Scholarship from the National Association of Minority 
Women Owned Law Firms (NAMWOLF). She is also a recipient 
of the Freeborn & Peters LLP 2022 Diversity Scholarship Award.



8

Lauren Domingue
Law Center alumna Lauren Domingue has secured a role as a 
government relations associate at Merchant McIntyre & Associates.

Yasha Clark
Alumna Yasha Clark is selected as one of National Trial Lawyers Top 

40 under 40 Trial Lawyers in the state of Louisiana.

Rhania Carter 
Alumna Rhania Carter has been offered a clerkship with Chief 
Judge Nannette Brown in the United States District Court in the 
Eastern District for August 2023. Carter will serve as Chief Judge 
Nannette Brown’s first law clerk from SULC. 

Pearlina Boyd
Alumna Pearlina Boyd has a new position as director of Public Policy 

& Advocacy at the St. Louis Regional Health Commission. 

Alumni Highlights



9

ALUMNI HIGHLIGHTS
Jaylen Thomas

Law Center alumnus Jaylen Thomas is welcomed as a member of 
the newest class of assistant district attorneys in support of the fair 
administration of justice in Queens County. 

Ebony Morris
Law Center alumna Ebony Morris is named a 2022 New Orleans 

City Business Woman of the Year.

Donald Cravins Jr.
Law Center alumnus Donald R Cravins Jr. was sworn in as the nation’s 
first Under Secretary of Commerce for the U.S. Minority Business 
Development Agency.
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Ongoing and Upcoming 
Events
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